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follow up this history; suffice it here to state that in 1609
Philip III. ordered the expulsion of all the Moors from
the country within three days. The edict was obeyed,
iTut it was the ruin of Spain. The Moors had been the
backbone of the industrial population, not only in trade
and manufactures, but also in agriculture. They had intro-
duced into Spain the cultivation of sugar, cotton, rice, and
silk. They had established a system of irrigation which had
given fertility to the soil. In manufactures and commerce
they had shown equal superiority to the Christian inhabi-
tants, and many of the products of Spain were eagerly
sought for by other countries. The expulsion of their
principal agents for the promotion of these advantages
was a blow to the commercial prosperity of the country,
from which it has never since fully rallied.

Whilst in the hands of the people who established Tyre
and Carthage, the two most extensive commercial centres
of the old world, and of their mercantile successors, the
Romans and the Arabs, the trade of Spain was ex-
tensive and profitable; but on the decline of their respec-
tive influences in the peninsula the commercial prosperity
of the country also fell away. Phoenicia and Rome,
whilst paramount in Spain, traded largely with the East,
and Oriental commerce thus found its way into the Iberian
peninsula direct, and through it probably into Gaul,
The commerce of the Moors in the Mediterranean was,
however, much more extensive than that of the Christians.
They were also superior to them in naval power, and particu-
larly in the size of their vessels. Abdirraman, the Saracen
chieftain, or calif, of the greatest part of Spain, built, it
has been stated, a vessel larger than had ever been seen
before, and loaded her with innumerable articles of mer-
chandise, to be sold in the Eastern regions. On her way
she met with a ship carrying dispatches from the Omir of
Sicily to Almoez, a sovereign on the African coast, and
pillaged her. Almoez thereupon fitted out a fleet, which
captured the great Spanish ship returning from Alexandria,